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Six women with the aid of Father Jean Pierre Medaille, a Jesuit 
missionary and accomplished spiritual director, founded the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in the mid-seventeenth century.  These 
womenÐFrancoise Eyraud, Claudia Chastel, Marguerite Burdier, 
Anna Chalayer, Anna Vey, and Anna BrunÐwere determined to 
join together in their e• orts to follow Christ more closely.  Medaille 
envisioned a collaborative e• ort of vowed and unvowed religious 
working together to promote reconciliation, service, and greater 
loving unity among Christians and all people.  He called his ªPlan,º  
ªthe little design. º  The cornerstone of the Associate program is 
found in the Constitutions of the Little Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph:

First, the end of this little Congregation is to unite in a 
body of religious or of associees and agregees, soulsÐof 
all those dedicated to God in the worldÐwho are most 
desirous of holiness, who lack the means to enter religion, 
or who are not called to it, and to perfect those souls more 
and more in the exercise of the holy service of God.

The words ªassocieesº and ªagregeesº mean what they sound 
and look likeÐthose who agree and associate with the mission 
and charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph.  Associates make a 
commitment, and renew it annually, to let their lives be guided by 
this mission and charism. That charism or spirituality is unity, love, 
and gentleness.  The mission involves bringing greater and greater 
unity to all around us, and above all, unity with God: ªunity both of 
neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God.º 

Since medieval times, there have been some people who sought 
to live out their secular lives in prayerful association with religious 
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communities.  The Second Vatican Council seemed to be promoting 
Father Medaille's vision of lay associates, as part of a religious 
extended family when it directed religious Sisters and Brothers to 
ª¼hold lay apostolic works in high regard and¼help in promoting 
them in accordance with the spirit and rules of their institute." 
(Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People, ch. V, no. 25; p. 791). 

Sister Leonie Shanley, Superior, and the Council of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania took the • rst step toward 
doing this in 1978 by directing the Formation Team to study other 
Associate programs.   Sister Dorinda Young and the formation team 
collected information from 30 other communities. Planning for the 
establishment of a ªLay Association programº in Erie began in May, 
1980 when a group of approximately 13 Sisters and laywomen met 
to prepare for a Pre-Chapter commission.  They met in the ªUpper 
Roomº on the fourth € oor of the old motherhouse and envisioned 
a new form of membership and spirituality that could bring about 
a ªnew Pentecost.º Appropriately, that gathering took place in the 
Center of Spirituality, whose director was Sister Rosemary O'Brien.  
This place was also called the ªUpper Room.º  At the Chapter of 
A• airs on May 22-25, 1981, the Lay Association was recommended 
as an ªadjunctº to the Congregation.  The Council approved the 
plans and speci• ed that the program director would be a professed 
member of the Congregation and ªa woman of prayer, steeped 
in the spirit and spirituality of the Sisters of St. Joseph.º  Sister 
Leonella appointed Sister Rosemary O'Brien, Director of the Center 
of Spirituality,  to • ll this position.

In establishing an Associate program in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, the Sisters hoped ªto intensify the apostolic activity 
of the Church and the people of God in their call to holiness.º  An 
Associate was de• ned as ªa person without evangelical vows 
who shares the spirit and spirituality of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
and who feels called to live the mission of the Congregation by 
participating in its spiritual life, communal life and/or ministry. 
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Canon law in 1983 also de• ned Associates: "Associations whose 
members lead an apostolic life and strive for Christian perfection 
while living in the world and who share the spirit of some religious 
institute under the higher direction of that same institute" (Canon 
303) and "are imbued with the genuine spirit of their family."  (Canon 
677)

There was not a recruitment program or advertising for Associates. 
Word of mouth and witness inspired people to discover their 
way to the program.  Sister Rosemary began interviewing people 
interested in entering the program.  The May, 1982 Interim 
announced that the • rst Associate was Elaine Clyburn, who 
was described as a ªlong-time friend of the SSJs.º  She, at that 
time, taught Social Work at the Villa Maria College.  Elaine had 
a long-standing interest in the congregation and its history, and 
becoming an Associate was for her ratifying ªa decision I had 
made a long time ago.º Shortly thereafter, a Villa Maria College 
senior, Lori Izbicki, became the second Associate. After joining the 
Associates, she spent a month in the Yucatan doing missionary 
work.  The other original Associates were Pat Marshall and Ellen 
Mooney, educators, who worked at Our Lady's Christian School.  
Ellen Mooney recalled that their welcoming liturgy was simple 
and moving, and that the new Associates were struck by how 
the Sisters seemed almost surprised at how much these four 
new Associates valued them.  In future years, annual welcoming 
ceremonies would include the music of an accomplished group of 
musicians known as the ªChristos.º They include Associates Pat 
Marshall, Linda Kuhn, Richard Marshall, and Steve Kuhn, and can 
still be heard at the 10:30 Mass at Holy Rosary Church.

On January 20, 1983, the • rst four Associates gathered for prayer 
and re€ ection at Medaille House on West 10th Street, where they 
focused on the Consensus Statement of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
Three of the four • rst Associates had worked side-by-side with 
the Sisters on a daily basis and were familiar with the charism of 
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the Congregation; for them, entering the Associate program was a 
natural progression. All these years later, the charism of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph still sustains the lives of three of these women.
 
The early formation program evolved gradually as the • rst 
Associates met frequently and did the things later Associates 
did but in informal ways. Through prayer, re€ ection, sharing, and 
mutual accountability they gradually gave the program shape. Of 
course, prayerfulness was the most important element, and they 
continually sought to discern where the Holy Spirit was leading 
them.  As individuals, they sought guidance in • nding how the 
charism within each of them matched and contributed to the 
spirituality of the group and congregation.  The Sisters had not 
given them a series of hoops to jump through.  These women were 
self-starters, and from the beginning, they participated in the 
evolution of the program themselves, but always with the powerful 
assistance of the Spirit. 

From the beginning, the Associates' annual retreat was one of 
the most important events of the year. In the words of Patricia 
Marshall, ªRetreat Day is a day of gathering with other Associates 
and Sisters to prayerfully re€ ect on where we've been on 
our Spiritual Journey, our relationship with the Lord, and with 
one another.º  That day was also preparation for the annual 
Commitment Day, when members renewed their commitment to live 
the SSJ charism.

As early as Spring, 1983, the AssociatesÐonly four in numberÐ
had their own monthly news column in Interim, the publication 
of the SSJs. By late 1984, the Associates usually met on the last 
Tuesday of the month.  Members shared experiences, discussed 
the SSJ charism, and joined in prayer. In 1985, Father John 
Rosenhamer, the • rst priest Associate, celebrated the liturgy, 
which concluded the Associates Advent program in the chapel 
of Villa Maria College. Despite the snow, a prospective Associate 
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even arrived from Linesville. Father Rosenhamer was later installed 
as Vicar of the Southern Vicariate. Other priest members would 
later include Msgr. John Carter, Father Dennis Martin, and Father 
Ray Selker, OFM.  Deacon Harvey McQueen of Meadville is another 
ordained Associate. 

A number of men have completed the preparation course and 
became Associates; most of them were married to Associates.  The 
• rst male Associate joined in 1984.   Membership in the Associates 
is not restricted to Catholics. John and Martha Brown of Meadville 
were the • rst ecumenical Associates, entering in 1985.  

In August, 1984, Sister Rosemary O'Brien and Elaine Clyburn ªtook 
the show on the roadº with a visit to Meadville, where they shared 
experiences and explained Associate membership to a dozen 
men and women gathered at the convent at Spencer Hospital. 
They planned to plant a branch of the Associate's program in 
that community. The Meadville branch movement took root, and 
candidates met for Liturgy and dinner on December 5, 1984 at St. 
Joseph's Convent.  Sister Rosemary led them in re€ ecting on the 
SSJ charism. The Meadville branch was to € ourish, holding an 
annual retreat and o• ering service opportunities and interesting 
programs.  Meadville Associates served in various ministries, 
including Eucharistic Ministers at Meadville Medical Center.  
The traveling team also went to St. Leo's convent in Ridgway on 
October 23 to address prospective members. Sisters from Ridgway, 
Clear• eld, and Bradford also were present. 

Writing about the program, Sister Mary Fromknecht urged Sisters 
to speak to laywomen and men about the program, noting that it 
was open to non-Catholics who ªmay have an interest in praying 
with us.º  She noted that Associate programs elsewhere had 
ªenlivened spirits, created new life and new hope and have even 
led to some becoming vowed members of the Congregation.º   
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Later, one Associate, Linda Ann Fusco, became a Sister of St. 
Joseph, entering the community in March, 1992, taking her • nal 
vows in 2001. She grew up in Sharon and became an Associate in 
1984.

Sister Rosemary 
O'Brien was 
director of the 
program during 
its formative 
years, 1982-1985. 
Sister Michele 
Healy, 1985-1989, 
Sister Christine 
Quirk, director in 

1990-1991, and Sister Mary Regis Schrock, 1992 to 1996. She was  
followed by Sister Ann Marie Cappello, leading it from 1997 to the 
present.  Each of the directors   brought unique talents to their jobs.

Soon the program required an Assistant Director, charged with 
many responsibilities, including developing leadership among the 
Associates and aiding the Director. The • rst assistant director was 
Toni Vellone.  She served as assistant director in 1991-1992, Arlene 
Chaney was assistant director in 1992-1993, and Pat Marshall 
1994-1997.  They all worked with Sister Mary Regis.  Rose Jones 
served from 1998 
to 2000, and was 
followed by Charlene 
Kellerman, who 
served from 2001 to 
2006. The current 
assistant director 
Jane Zawacki 
assumed that role in 
2006.
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The Sisters and Associates frequently re-examine what they are 
doing and go through a careful and prayerful process before 
moving on.  It is not a matter of reinventing the wheel so much 
as examining whether existing practices are useful or can be 
improved upon. Re• ecting on what the program means and how 
it can be improved has been a characteristic of the program from 
the beginning. Ellen Mooney later commented that in the early 
years, a great deal of time was spent in this process.  With the 
help of the Spirit, the € rst Associates found a rich spirituality 
and promising path for the program, and succeeding Associates 
found it necessary to continually reexamine their progress so the 
movement could remain true to the initial vision, and possibly even 
improve on it.  In the most important matters, like selecting an 
assistant director, Associates employ ªdiscernment,º prayerfully 
seeking the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  Meaningful 
discernment involves embarking on a journey of faith in which 
one enters into a prayerful state. It requires what could be called 
holy indi• erence [to ones self-interest], openness, and deep trust. 
Above all, it is about call and listening.  For example, before Arlene 
Chaney was appointed to work as assistant director with Sister 
Mary Regis twenty Sisters and seven Associates participated in a 
discernment process on two June days to see who might volunteer 
or be nominated for consideration for the post.  The participants 
also sought to € nd ways to strengthen the Associate program and 
ªenrich the Spirit's action among us.º This discernment process 
has been used in designating other assistant directors just as the 
Sisters of St. Joseph employ discernment in order to identify their 
leadership teams.

Female Associates have the option of experiencing residence in 
community living. There are special guidelines for this and the 
Associate enters a contract with the Congregation.  One Associate 
has had this experience. Audrey Lavery, a member of St. Hippolyte 
Parish in Frenchtown, became the € rst resident Associate.  She 
lived with Sister Mary Regis in a small trailer humorously called 
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ª St. Matthew in the Woods Conventº from September 15, 1987 
to September 15, 1988.  Audrey delivered Meals on Wheels, 
volunteered at Spencer Hospital, was a member of the Retired 
Senior Volunteers Program, and helped at the Wesbury Methodist 
Home.  During her residency, Audrey was parish secretary at St. 
Matthew, and was involved in a number of parish activities, and 
worked at the Summit Methodist Church food pantry. 

Some Associates are single; others are grandparents.  Some 
Associates are from as far away as Germany and Sudan, and some 
continue their commitments in distant places when jobs or family 
situations have led them away from Northwestern Pennsylvania. 

New Associates have always wondered how they could aid in 
the work of the Sisters of St. Joseph.  Opportunities for service 
to others in the SSJ spirit have arisen in areas ranging from 
participating in works of charity, serving at Thanksgiving dinners, 
wrapping Christmas gifts, etc. There have been a myriad of 
opportunities for spiritual e• orts to assist others and for individual 
growth.

Those who became Associates were already no strangers to 
ªhelping the dear neighbor.º Since their school days, many of 
these women and men have done work within their parish and 
community in every aspect of service. A journalist described the 
Erie SSJ Associates as ªa kind of Catholic Peace corps.º For 
example, an Associate was director of L'Arche-Erie a program to 
assist handicapped adults from 1985 to 1988.   Another Associate 
was assistant director and director of the Aging Unit of GECAC, 
and she later became a Memphis-based Red Cross administrator.  
Still another Associate, like others, served in many ways before 
becoming director of the O€  ce of Diocesan and International 
Missions for the Erie Diocese.  

The Diocese employs other Associates.  Associates have worked 
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at Community House, many food banks and food pantries, and 
served as Red Cross volunteers on the Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team. They also serve as Reach to Recovery Volunteers for the 
American Cancer Society and assist at area nursing homes. An 
Associate has been executive director of MHEDS for 31 years and 
served on the Erie Housing Authority Board for over two decades. 
Associates are active in parish Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) 
programs.  Some Associates volunteer in their parishes and have 
served in County government.  Still others work in prison ministry, 
leading Bible Study.  One Associate has many involvements 
including knitting baby blankets, hats, and mittens to give away, 
and many are making shawls for the newly formed shawl ministry.  
Associates work in various capacities at Neighborhood Network, 
St. Patrick's Haven and operate St. James' Haven. 

The Gospel clearly demands that Christians pursue peace and 
justice, and Associates along with Sisters have also been active 
in Pax Christi, C.A.R.E. (Citizens Against Racism in Erie), C.A.L.L. 
(Congregational Action to Life with Love), and other peace and 
social justice activities. 

Associates are and have been liturgical musicians, Eucharistic 
ministers, lectors, and serve in parish bereavement groups.  Some 
parochial school principals, and others are active in the Serra 
Club, which promotes religious vocations.  Many Associates are 
or have been involved in the Cursillo Movement of Erie, as well 
as directors of religious education in their parishes.  Many have 
worked on parish core teams, RENEW programs, family ministry, 
pre-Cana instruction, Marriage Encounter and health ministries.  
Since 2006, eighteen Associates have been involved in the Mailing 
Preparation Ministry, folding, collating and preparing materials for 
the Associate monthly mailing.

Associates have worked with Sisters of St. Joseph and 
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Benedictines in Erie DAWN, a ministry founded in 1995 to aid 
impoverished and homeless women and their children, and as 
mentors, working with Sister Marilyn Zimmerman at Bethany 
House II.  E• orts there have included house cleaning and lawn and 
garden work. Associates have also contributed money, clothing, a 
car, and Christmas gifts to Bethany House.  In 2006, an Associate 
began working as an advocate for elderly Sisters in three religious 
communities, and is particularly concerned with helping those who 
su• er from dementia.  Associates also help sta•  the Neighborhood 
Network food kitchen, St. Patrick's Haven, and Meadville's St. 
James Haven.  Associates also volunteer at the Upper Room, a 
day shelter for the homeless and poor that is jointly operated by St. 
Patrick Church and St. Paul United Church of Christ.  

From the beginning, Associate formation meetings usually 
focused on spiritual development. Sisters, who were called 
ªContact Persons,º also attended.   Contact persons accompanied 
candidates on their journeys of learning and discernment on the 
path to becoming Associates.  Nineteen Sisters had volunteered to 
become contact persons in 1987.  For some time, candidates had 
both ªsponsorsº and ªcontact persons,º but these two roles were 
eventually merged in the roles of ªcompanions,º now designated 
ªmentors.º Associates used their meetings to focus on spiritual 
development and learning through one another's experiences. 

The formation program for candidates has evolved to consist of 
eight information sessions and a retreat. A session on the theology 
of call is followed by two on the history of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
Other sessions focused on mission and ministry, the Consensus 
Statement, the Constitutions, Spirit and Spirituality. 

The Spiritual Enrichment Series grew out of Annual Associate 
breakfast meetings, which began in 1995.  The Associate program 
has been marked by the continual development of substantial 
opportunities to encourage spiritual growth.   During Lent of 



2004, the Associate Program initiated ªBusy-Person's Retreat,º 
which was to become an annual event.  It was marked by weekly 
90-minute meetings at which members re• ected on scripture, 
shared experiences, and engaged in private re• ection. 

Of course, one of the most important days on the Associates 
calendar is Welcoming Day in September, when new members 
complete their initial formation period and are welcomed as 
Associates of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Another major event is the 
annual St. Joseph Day Liturgy. There have been other innovations 
that became annual events. In 1995, the Associates initiated 
an Annual General Gathering on April 29; it was like a ªchapter 
experienceº for them.  Another useful innovation was the Dear 
Neighbor Helping Hand Program established to provide ªseed 
moneyº for Associates who need some funding to begin new 
projects to ªexpand the charismº through service to others.

By the early 1990s, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania Associate program was a healthy part of a broader 
movement of Associate communities across the nation.  There 
were 11,000 Associates in 1995 connected with many religious 
congregations in the United States, and that number swelled to 
25, 400 in 2000. Pope John Paul II noted the worldwide Associate 
movement in an apostolic exhortation.

Today, often as a result of new situations, many Institutes 
have come to the conclusion that their charism can be 
shared with the laity. The laity are therefore invited to 
share more intensely in the spirituality and mission of these 
Institutes. We may say that, in the light of certain historical 
experiences¼ a new chapter, rich in hope, has begun in 
the history of relations between consecrated persons and 
the laity."  (Vita Consecrata Ch. II, No. 57, 1996) 
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Many Associate programs, including the Erie SSJ Associates, 
were reporting more applicants for membership than there were 
to their respective congregations.  In each case, there was an 
emphasis on forging strong bonds with religious communities 
and commitment to speci• c missions and charisms.  There 
was great interest in deepening the sense of community and 
in attaining greater spiritual development.  Older and more 
established programs were reporting entering a phase marked by 
an increasing willingness ªgo out in mission to share the charism.º  
The SSJ Associate program in Erie di€ ered from most in that 
its Associates were permitted a high level of involvement and 
integration with the Sisters.   

In the summer of 1988, • fty SSJ Associates and Sisters from Erie 
traveled to Baden, PA, near Pittsburgh, to attend a gathering of 
Sisters and Associates from Wheeling, Baden and Cleveland.  A 
year later, representatives of the same congregations gathered at 
Erie's Villa Maria College. 

The Associates' • fteenth anniversary party was held in 1997 
at the Villa Maria Center in conjunction with the Summer Days 
observance. As in some previous years, the Associates hosted a 
social evening for the Sisters during Summer Days, complete with 
karaoke entertainment and a disc jockey.  Growth pains made 
it advisable to take a year o€  in 1997-1998, a ªYear of Renewal,º 
to evaluate where the Associate program is going and how a 
more de• nite structure would best serve the growing number of 
Associates and candidates.  A number of other congregations in 
the Sisters of St. Joseph Federation were also evaluating their 
Associate programs.  In 1997-1998, acceptance of new candidates 
was put ªon holdº in order to regroup and carefully evaluate and 
• ne-tune the program.  After the 1997 evaluation, a de• nitive 
calendar of events was developed for each year.  An e-mail 
directory was developed and a mechanism was developed for 
relaying important information to members through prayer groups 
and individual contacts. 
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In 2002, a tree marking the twentieth anniversary of the Associate 
membership program was planted.  This crimson crab tree can be 
seen outside the Gathering Room.  Members present took home 
small plants to remind them how important it was to continually 
nurture their spiritual growth.  Three of the four original Associates 
were present: Elaine Clyburn, Pat Marshall, and Ellen Mooney. Pat 
Marshall still resides in the Erie area, while Ellen Mooney returned 
from Garland Texas and Elaine Clyburn from Memphis, Tennessee.  
The theme was ªCelebrating Our Growth.º In that year, the Chapter 
decided that Associates should receive copies of the Constitutions 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania.  This 
was a mark of fuller inclusion in the community life of the SSJs. 
Before receiving their copies, members attended an educational 
session regarding the Constitutions.  Barbara Prenatt, sister-in-
law of Sister Nancy Prenatt, attended all of the candidate training 
sessions, but ill health made a private welcoming and commitment 
ceremony necessary.  She died two days later in 2003

Over time, the Associates developed a well-structured 
organizational model.  The director and assistant director were 
supported and advised by the Associate Advisory Committee, 
comprised of director and assistant director, as well as four Sisters 
and four Associates.  By 2003, there were a number of Associate 
committees: Communications and Compassionate Outreach, 
Finance and Programs. The compassionate Outreach Committee 
carried out its work through four subcommittees: Bereavement, 
Correspondence, Transportation, and Visitation.  In 1998, the 
committee had 20 members.  The Communications Committee 
developed telephone relays for notices of the deaths of Associates 
and Sisters.  In addition they contributed articles for Interim, the 
monthly newsletter of the Sisters.  There was also a Program 
for On-Going Formation Committee.  This committee organized 
activities, found speakers, arranged for space, and developed 
announcements of events.



Members of the Visitation Subcommittee of the Compassionate 
Outreach Committee regularly visited nursing homes and the sick 
who are at home. Get well cards and birthday greetings were 
sent by the Correspondence Subcommittee, and the Bereavement 
Subcommittee provided needed services when Associates or 
family members passed away.  The Transportation Subcommittee 
transported people to Associate functions and when otherwise 
needed.

The Associate program also experienced geographical growth 
as well; although most Associates lived in Erie and Crawford 
Counties.  The Crawford County program has • ourished over 
time;  many of its members volunteer at St. James Haven in 
Meadville.  Director Sister Ann Marie Cappello and Assistant 
Director Charlene Kellerman renewed e€ orts to create interest in 
the program in Elk, McKean, Warren, and Cameron Counties.  The 
geographical growth of the Associate program was demonstrated 
by the presence of three women from Lewis Run in 2002 and 
by nine residents of the Shenango Valley in 2005.  There were 
enough candidates in Shenango Valley that a separate formation 
group was formed for them in the Valley.  The candidates in Erie 
and Shenango decided to pick pen-pals and e-mail pals so that 
members of the two groups would be acquainted with one another. 
The Shenango Valley Associates, like their Erie counterparts, 
are busy with service projects, and monthly gatherings for 
prayer, re• ection, and learning. They support and are involved in 
community and parish projects, as well as making prayer shawls. 
In the summer of 2006, they held a fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society.

The 2005 group consisted of three men and fourteen women. With 
their welcoming on September 11, 2005, Associate membership 
reached 229. The year 2007 was to be another year of evaluation, 
carried out then by the Associate members, all of whom were 
invited to participate. The theme was ªConversations from the 
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Heart.º  Unlike the 1997 year of re• ection, however, there was a 
group of candidates in 2007.  ªFuturingª meetings were facilitated 
by Associate Debbie Thompson, President of Strategy Solutions. 
This futuring process was a means of reassessing the direction of 
the Associate program. Goals and objectives for 2007-2010 were 
clari€ ed at the conclusion of the year as:
 1.  Continue spiritual formation and prayer
 2.  Continue to build relationship and community among 
  Associates and Sisters
 3.  Establish our identity as Associates and increase 
  awareness of who we are as Associates 
 4.  Evaluate the governance structure of the Associate
   program. 

The futuring process led to the conclusion that current committees 
can meet many objectives. In addition, two new committees were 
established, a Ministry and Services Committee and a Social 
Committee.  The Futuring Steering Committee would continue as 
the Oversight Committee, entrusted with seeing that objectives 
would be met The Associates' futuring experience occurred 
simultaneously with similar activities among the Sisters, who were 
preparing for their chapter.  

After returning from a national meeting of directors of Associate 
programs,  Assistant Director Jane Zawacki re• ected on the future 
of the SSJ Associate program in Northwestern Pennsylvania:  

There is no crystal ball or lens of any kind that can predict 
the path that will be forged. But based on where they've 
come from, some trails seem obvious. Certainly they will 
want to continue to nurture the spiritual, social, and service 
opportunities that unite them with one another, the Sisters, 
and their dear neighbors¼ Global vision will continue 
to develop¼.Whatever road emerges it will be one 
determined by openness to the movement and prompting 
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of the Holy Spirit. It will most certainly be one that responds 
to the needs of the times and furthers the unity of neighbor 
with neighbor and neighbor with God.

Associates believe that the original vision of the • rst members was 
right on target.  They had the advantage of being few in number 
and in a position to exercise personal accountability. There are 
now more than 200 Associates, and the challenge is to build on that 
vision, without those advantages.  As more and more Associates 
live the mission and charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph, another 
challenge could well present itself as some seek a deeper and 
more permanent connection with the congregation. The amount of 
progress the Associates have seen over twenty-• ve years was due 
to the sustaining grace of the Spirit and in no small measure to the 
work and inspiration of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, to whom this commemorative work is dedicated.

By 1993, there were 130 Associates, and 20 others who did 
not renew their commitment. Many non-renewals were due to 
geographical moves and failing health.  In that year, the median 
age of Associates was 52. There were four members over 85, and 
4 between 25 and 40.  Seventy-• ve belonged to prayer groups.  A 
group of 29 new Associates was welcomed in September 1994.  By 
2007, there were 239 Associates.
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The Original three Associates; Elaine Clyburn, Pat Marshall and 
Ellen Mooney.

      Year
   Associates  Welcomed

  Alloway, Margaret  1992
  Alward, Barbara  1993
  Armbruster, Ester  1994
  Armbruster, Jay  1994
  Banister, Mitzi  2004
  Barleko• , Arlene  2002
  Beall, Kirsten  1987
  Bishop, Rae  1995
  Bocan, Carol, Ph.D  1985
  Brim, Jeanne Heyl  1990
  Brown, Cindy  2002
  Brown, John  1985
  Brown, Martha  1985
  Brown, Ed   1995
  Brown, Mary Ellen  1995
  Buczynski, Pat  2000
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  Burch, Rose Marie  1993
  Byers, David  1993
  Byers, Shirley  1993
  Calabrese, Renee  1992
  Caldwell, Rita  1992
  Carter, Msgr. John T.  1989
  Chaney, Arlene  1988
  Chess, Betty  2006
  Chitester, Becky Jo (BJ), Ph.D. 2004
  Chrymko, Margaret, Pharm.D. 1991
  Clark, Sandra  2003
  Clyburn, Elaine  1982
  Coleman, Evelyn  1982
  Connelly, Alice  2005

      Year
   Associates  Welcomed

  Connelly, Martha (Marty) 2004
  Connelly, Nicholas  2006
  Danko, Irene  2006
  Danowski, Ersilia (Sil)  1994
  Danowski, John  1994
  De Bonis, Madeline  2006
  De Coursey, Cindy  1994
  De George, Mary Grace 1989
  Derby, Gerald  2005
  Derby, Loeta  1986
  De Santi, Mary  1994
  Desser, Brenda  2006
  De Vore, Patricia  1990
  Domitrovich, Stephanie, Honorable 2005
  Donnelly, Nancy  1985
  Duberow, Roberta  1996
  Dutkosky, Dolores  1994
  Dutkosky, Joseph  1994
  Elwell, Jo Ann E.  1995
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      Year
   Associates  Welcomed

  Erhart, Mary E.  1988
  Euler, Zeline E.  1986
  Fazio, Adelaide  1990
  Ferrare, Linda  1994
  Fiolek, Georgia  1993
  Fiolek, Steve  1993
  Flanagan, Stephanie  2007
  Flatley, Rosemary  1988
  Flynn, Rebecca  2002
  Freitas, Anne  2005
  Fronzaglia, Patricia  1996
  Fuhrman, Alice  2000
  Fuhrman, Eleanor  2002
  Fuhrman, Thomas  2002
  Gable, Mary  2006
  George, Patricia  1992
  George, Robert  1992
  Gersims, Yvonne   1991
  Gier, Linda   1988
  Gist, Ann Marie  2007
  Goller, Maureen  1994
  Greco, Joy M.  1987
  Gredler, Claire  2005
  Gredler, Frank  2005
  Grettler, Susan   1987
  Grove, Karen  1988
  Grucza, Cynthia  2000
  Haibach, Mary Alice  2003
  Haibach, Robert  2003
  Hamilton, Debra  1988
  Hamric, Ann Marie  2004
  Hamric, Kathleen  2004
  Hamric, Susan  2004
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      Year
   Associates  Welcomed
  Hanna, Dotty  2006
  Hausmann, Jean  2003
  Heintzel, Jean  2000
  Hermann, Carol  2006
  Higgins, Ruth  1998
  Hosack, Mary Catherine 1986
  Huber, Kristina  2004
  Hughes, Ginny  1992
  Janke, Judi   2003
  Jankowski, Mary Ann  1993
  Je! erys, Eileen  1998
  Jones, Barbara  1993
  Jones, Lynn  2005
  Jones, Mary Margaret 2005
  Jones, Rose  1995
  Julius, Betty  1992
  Kellerman, Charlene  2000
  Kennett, Shirley  1992
  Keverline, Teresa  2003
  Keyes, Charlotte  1995
  King, Barbara  1991
  King, Jennifer  2004
  Knecht, Helen  1992
  Knecht, Richard  1992
  Kost, Betty   2002
  Kovacs, Darlene  2004 
  Kovacs, Paul , Ph.D.  2004
  Kuhn, Linda  2001
  Kuhn, Stephen  2001
  Larrey, Jan   2004
  Lavery, Audrey  1985
  Lee, Shirley  2000
  Leone, Janet  2007
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      Year
   Associates  Welcomed
  Lewis, Mary Grace  2004
  Lewis, Larry  2004
  Lyda, Marlene  1998
  Lyle, Rita   2006
  Lynch, Judy, Ph.D.  1993
  Maciulewicz, Mary Ann 1991
  Mack, Shirley  1989
  Mando, Carol  1993
  Manendo, Thelma  2001
  Marino, Gerri  2007
  Marshall, Patricia  1982
  Marshall, Richard  1995
  Martin, Rev. Dennis  2003
  Martin, Jack  1996
  Martin, Sheila  1996
  Maycock, Donna  1995
  Mayer, Patricia  2006
  McConnell, Mary Margaret (Peg) 1989
  McCrarey, Bob  2007
  McCrarey, Peg  2007
  McGaughey, Barb  2000
  McKee, Jean  1994
  McLaughlin, Audrey  2005
  McLaughlin, Patricia  2004
  McNerney, Ellen  1998
  McNerney, Mark  2001
  McQueen, Harvey  1998
  McQueen, Linda  1998
  Mead, Marilyn  1993
  Mercier, Paul  1985
  Mercier, Ruth  1985
  Michael, Marti  1994
  Mientkiewicz, Jane  1992



  Mikula, Dianna  1987
  Milkowski, Gertrude  1988
  Miller, Dolores  1991
  Miller, Ronald  1995
  Mooney, Ellen  1982
  Mraz, Marlene  2001
  Natale, Timothy R.  1993
  Neubert, Helen  1995
  Nicholas, Donna  1992
  Niewiedomski, Eleanor 2002
  Niewiedomski, Maryanne 2002
  Nolan, Bill   2001
  Nolan, Marge  2001
  O' Connell, Suzanne  2002
  Olesky, Cindi  2004
  Pacuraw, Virginia  2007
  Paszko, Dot  2006
  Peterson, Jack  1992
  Pfadt, Shirley  2000
  Plutino, Ruth  2006
  Pointer, Jackie  2007
  Polesnak, Cindy  1998
  Pompeani, Stephanie  2002
  Priscaro, Agnes  1988
  Quick, Cathie  2003
  Quiros, Patty  2006
  Radasevich, Bonnie  2005
  Rash, James, Ph.D.  2003
  Rathers, Mary Lou  2002
  Reagle, Rebecca  1986
  Reid, Elizabeth  1995
  Reinwald, Margaret A  1987
  Rodak, Margaret  2003
  Ryan, Jeanne Marie  1988
  Schaaf, Ruby  2006

      Year
   Associates  Welcomed
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  Schember, Joseph  1989
  Schwenk, Mary  1985
  Schwetz, Kathy  2001
  Scullin, Marguerite  2006
  Scully, Marlene  2007
  Selker, Rev. Ray, O.F.M. 1995
  Seng, Deb   2003
  Shaughnessy, Maggie  2005
  Shaughnessy, Patrick, M.D. 2005
  Shatem, Cecilia  2003
  Shellito, Marlene  1992
  Sitzler, Lucille  2006
  Skeabeck, Susan  1989
  Skrzypczak, Genevieve 1992
  Skuce, John  2006
  Skuce, Judy  2004
  Smith, Gail   1998
  Smith, Bill   1994
  Smith, Nancy  1994
  Smith, Uta   1992
  Smock, Kelly  2005
  Sopp, Edwin A.  1995
  Starr, Grace  1994
  Staszewski, Jan  2006
  Stebell, Toni  2006
  Sullivan, Patti  1992
  Swift, Anne   1999
  Swift, Don, Ph.D.  1999
  Tarwacki, Walter  1993
  Terwilliger, Patty  1995
  Thompson, Debbie  2005
  Trott, Agnes  2006
  Turco, Anna  2003
  Twerdok, Arlen  1996
  Van Buren, Tammy  2003

      Year
   Associates  Welcomed
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      Year
   Associates  Welcomed
  Ventura, Elisa  2003
  Visnoski, Evelyn  1993
  Visnoski, Ronald  1998
  Vitron, Isabell  1989
  Ward, Adrianne  2005
  White, Mary Ann  2000
  Wiest, Betsy  2006
  Windahl, Ardrienne  1990
  Wittman, Gratia   2003
  Young, Phyllis  2001
  Zarnick, Mary Ann  1983
  Zawacki, Jane Marie  1998
  Zehner, Betty  2001
  Zeigler, Peggy  2005

The newest Associates who joined in 2007; (left to right) Ann Marie 
Gist, Virginia Pacuraw, Bob McCrarey, Peg McCrarey, Jackie 
Pointer, Marlene Scully, Stephanie Flanagan, Gerri Marino, Janet 
Leone.
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Deceased Associates

  Allen, Natalie 2007 
  Alward, Jerry  1995
  Billman, Helen 2003
  Bishop, Lester 1996
  Charlick, Margaret 2002
  Dann, Linda 1994
  Daubler, Thea 2006
  Davies, Rosemary 2007
  Dobrowolski, Toni 2005
  Feulner, Bruce 1988
  Feulner, Grace 2000
  Flatley, Joe 2007
  Flatley, Thomas 1992
  Forquer, Louise 2007 
  Fuhrman, Jim 2007
  Gartner, Cecille 2005
  Geary, Katherine 2003
  Good, June 2006
  Jageman-Anderson, Ruth 2006

  Keck, Agnes 1994
  Linn, Dorothy 1989
  Maher, John 1991
  Major, Frances 2004
  Matzenauer, Marie 2000
  Peterson, Dorothy 2003
  Prenatt, Barbara 2003
  Prenatt, Gladys 2007
  Remo, Veronica 2004
  Romeo, Sarah 2006
  Schember, Helene 2004
  Smith, Joan 2007
  Spaeder, Carl 2003
  Spalding, Irene 2001
  Stadler, Joe 2006
  Sullivan, Helen 2002
  Taggart, Ann 2007
  Tauber, Savaria 2004
  Verga, Theresa 2005


